There are still 270, 000 people living in temporary
accommodations or still in school buildings, 1,500 out of
4,500 businesses have not re-started, and the nuclear power
plant problems have not been solved yet. There are lots and
lots of other problems still remaining to be solved.

EJCA Activity: Donate money to NADIA (it means “hope” in
Ukrainian), a non-profit organization in Japan. Mr. Joji
Hiratsuka, a son of Dr. Hiratsuka in Edmonton, has been
actively helping the victims of the earthquake and tsunami as
chair of NAIDA in Japan. NADIA started initially with the
members of an amateur hockey team called "Tokyo
Canadians", composed mainly of Canadians living in Tokyo.
Joji was a member of the team. The Province of Quebec and
the Canadian Embassy in Japan are supporting members of
NADIA, too.

Donation period: March 1 - April 15, 2012

Donation in cash or a cheque payable to “EJCA” with a
@nation form included in Moshi Moshi can be mailed to
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EJCA Centre at 6750 88 Street, Edmonton T6E 5H6, or
delivered to EJCA Centre mail box.

Donation from EJCA will be sent directly to NADIA in Japan
in April 2012. Please note that there will be no receipt for
Canadian tax exemption as money goes directly to Japan.

Money collected by NADIA has been used for organizing and
supporting international volunteers who want to join NADIA
activities in Japan. Currently NADIA sends volunteers twice a
month to Ishinomaki. Each volunteer pays about $300 for his
or her own expenses for transportation, lodging, and food.
NADIA is planning to subsidize about $100/volunteer per
trip. Also, it provides tools, gloves, masks, and disposables
etc to volunteers. The major expenses like vehicles, operations
of local offices, and local events were funded by money
donated by business sponsors. Detailed information about
NADIA is available at

http://team-nadia.org/

Please tell your friends about this fund raising activity. /

/Saturday Afternoon Japanese Movies\

The movies in the Hall will be shown on the newly installed
projector and gina screen.

English Subtitles for All Movies
Admission is free and refreshments provided
Date  Saturday April 14, 2012

Times: 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Place: EJCA Centre, 6750 - 88 Street, Edmonton

Screen 1 (Hall

1:00-2:45 Swing Girls (2004 - 1 hour 45 min)
Directed by Shinobu Yaguchi

3:00-5:05 Otouto (Younger Brother) 2010
Directed by Yoji Yamada

Screen 2 (Lounge 1-2)

1:00-3:00 The Negotiator (2010 - 2 hours 3 minutes)
Directed by Hidetomo Matsuda

3:15-5:45 When the Last Sword is Drawn (2003)

See pages 8 & 3 for more information about each movie.
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Matsu no Kai Spring Lunch

& Bake Sale

(All proceeds go to Matsu no Kai (Seniors) Club
Operations for 2012)

Date: Saturday May 5, 2012
Time: 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Place: EJCA Centre, 6750 - 88 Street, Edmonton

The delicious food items will include the following main
dishes: Tempura Donburi (tendon), Tonkatsu
Sandwich (very popular in Japan), Chicken Curry,
Inari Zushi, Futomaki.

Side dishes will include: Tsukemono, Kinpira Gobo,
Hijiki, Cooked Beans.

Donation of Goods for the Bake Sale are Greatly
Appreciated!

Matsu no Kai still need volunteers for this once-a-year
event. ““Younger” people are especially wecome. If you can
help, please contact the EJCA office (780 466-8166 or
<office@ejca.org)

K Please Circle May Sth on Your Calendar! /
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EJCA Mission & Vision Statements

Mission
*  To facilitate the development of an inclusive and vibrant Japanese Canadian
Community within a multicultural Edmonton.

*  To support the objectives of the National Association of Japanese Canadians
by promoting respect and harmony among people of various cultures in the
Edmonton area.

Vision
* A dynamic and evolving community that sustains a sense of well-being built
upon awareness of Japanese heritage in Canada.
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President’s Corner

Cathy Tennant

March 11, 2012 marked the first
anniversary of the  devastating
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear
disaster in  Japan. As a
commemoration activity, EJCA is
dedicating the month of March to
accept donations for NADIA NPO
Japan.

NADIA started in late March 2011, as a spontaneous reaction of
shock and empathy. Initial members belonged to an amateur
hockey team called “Tokyo Canadians”, composed mainly of
Canadians living in Tokyo. However, Team NADIA is now
composed of many international volunteers ... demonstrating
that “hope” and help is not limited by boundaries of nationality.
Joji Hiratsuka, Chair of the Event Committee and Chair of the
Crisis Committee was raised in Edmonton, so we have a unique
connection to this organization that is also supported by the
Government of Quebec and the Canadian Consulate in Japan.

This volunteer group provides on-site assistance in Ishinomaki
one of the most affected cities. They bring concrete support in
an effort to accelerate a return to a normal living environment.
Assistance is provided by preparing houses to be repaired,

removing debris and doing small repairs. They are in charge of
the entire Yoshinocho gutter network that involves lifting
cement covers and digging out mud. In addition, they
participate in activities that support the creation of local
employment.

Volunteers are responsible for paying their own transportation
from Tokyo to Ishinomaki and accommodations. Donations
help to subsidize their costs and pay for items such as food and
tools.

More information can be found on the NADIA website
(www.Team-nadia.org), on the EJCA Website (www.ejca.org)
and in a separate article in this issue.

This year is also the 70th anniversary of an historic event in
Canadian and American history. The 1942 forcible relocation
and internment of individuals of Japanese descent, uprooting
them from the lives they had built on the west coast, resulted in
feelings of betrayal and rejection, and affected perceptions of
self-worth ... damage that would last for generations.

During the remainder of the year we will take the opportunity to
remember these events and outcomes. We welcome your ideas
and input.

Sukiyaki Night and Reiko’s Hina Dolls

About 75 regular and new guests of all ages enjoyed an all-you
can-eat Sukiyaki dinner on March 10th .

A mixture of experienced and new sukiyaki chefs received
training prior to the dinner and came out ready-to-go! The
chefs, primarily from the Edmonton Kendo and Naginata Club
introduced themselves, then were chosen at random by each
table. What a skill to cook for a table of guests, take
individual orders (“more meat, no shitake please!”) and keep up
a conversation. Sukiyaki Night is meant to be a fun, social
time so lots of laughter was heard throughout the dinner and at
the end, chefs were thanked by each table with a round of
applause.

The evening was capped off with a short film viewing. This
year, EJCA arranged to hold a preview of the short film
“Reiko's Hina Dolls” which was based on a fictional short story
by Yumiko Hoyano, written after a set of Hina dolls was
donated to the EJCA about eight years ago. Many EJCA
members were involved in the production: building sets and
making period-appropriate costumes, acting, and catering so it
was a wonderful opportunity for everyone to enjoy the outcome
of this 2-year project. Ryan Nakashima his wife Komaki
Matsui (Director) came from California, and joined Producers
Bill and Gong Kiel to discuss the project after the viewing.
Between 40 and 50 people joined the sukiyaki guests after
dinner to watch the film, so it was a celebratory full-house!

Thanks to all the volunteers both from the Kendo and Naginata
Club and others who pitched in at the last minute to make this

such an enjoyable evening!
(More information about the film on paage 8.)

/ April 14, 2012 Movies Information \

When the Last Sword is Drawn (Mibu Gishi Den)
Kanichiro Yoshimura is a Samurai and Family man who
can no longer support his wife and children on the the low
pay he receives from his small town clan, he is forced by
the love for his family to leave for the city in search of
higher pay to support them. In his search he joins a
notorious clan, known as the Shinsengumi where he does
as much as possible to get money. Looked at as a money
grubber,Yoshimura proves his strength physically and
mentally by being loyal to his honor. During the dramatic
period, with the rise of the Emperor and the fall of the
Shogun. Yoshimura shows us the struggle of life in a
personal way, by changing the lives of the people he meets
and the way life is looked at.

This movie takes place during the same time period as the
‘Last Samurai’ starring Tom Cruise & Ken Watanabe and
‘The Twilight Samurai’ directed by Yoji Yamada. Like the
latter film, Mibu Gishi Den portrays the samurai as much
more human and complex people, compared to the
Hollywood perspective. However, all three films deserve to
be seen; they are all good in their own way.

. /
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Edmonton Karaoke Concert
Louise Wong

The 21st Annual Karaoke Concert was held on Sunday, February 12, 2012. This concert is a very popular part of the EJCA's
calendar and this year was no exception. People began arriving early to ensure a good seat and after settling in, were soon chatting
with old friends and new acquaintances. The anticipation built until 3 p.m. when Sanae Ohki stepped onto the stage to welcome
everyone and to introduce the first performer. Because the songs were all in Japanese, a brief explanation in English was projected
onto a screen above the stage for the benefit of everyone unfamiliar with the language. Music is universal, however, and whether
the audience members understood the words or not, each singer was greeted with enthusiastic applause, shouts of encouragement
and flowers. The performers responded by singing with even greater feeling and emotion. Several members of the Calgary
Karaoke Group had made the trip to Edmonton specifically for this concert and were introduced to the audience just before the
intermission.

The EJCA Chorus Group which has only been together for just over two years was a popular addition to the program. The final
performer was Mr. Fukuda, the Japanese Consul General. He delivered such a rousing rendition of a drinking song that the
audience joined in and called for an encore. This was apparently a first for the concert and Mr. Fukuda obliged with a second
song. The finale had all of the performers on stage for a final song with audience members encouraged to sing along.

Everyone was then invited to the lounge for some tea and delicious refreshments. This was an opportunity to meet and congratulate
the performers who were happy that everything had gone so smoothly. It was a very entertaining afternoon and everyone is already
looking forward to next year's concert. Hope to see you all then!

Hinamatsuri at the EJCA Centre - March 10, 2012
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