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Looking for Sukiyaki Evening Volunteers 
We need the following volunteers for the Sukiyaki Night. 
Please contact the Event Coordinator by sending e-mail 
to event@ejca.org by March 31, 2018. 
 

Kitchen preparation and 
taking food to tables 
(free admission) 

2:30 pm ï 
8:30 pm 

6 people 

Chefs, one at each table, 
training time included 
(free admission) 

4:00 pm ï 
8:30 pm 

8 people 

Venue set up, 
maintenance,  tear down 
(free admission) 

3:30 ï 5:00 
8:00 ï 9:00 

2 people 

Greeter/Casher 
(training included) 
(Admission 50% off) 

4:30 pm ï 
6:00 pm 

2 people 
(EJCA  
Members) 
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2018 Membership: Thank you if you were one of 220 members who renewed for 2018 memberships. 
If not, please renew your memberships quickly. The application form is on the last page. 
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A trained chef will cook Sukiyaki at each 

table. Enjoy spring evening with Sukiyaki 

and sake/beer !  Come with friends!  

Date Saturday, April 14, 2018 

Time:  5:30 pm ï 8:00 pm 

Location EJCA Centre, 6750  88st,  

Fee Member 13+ years old  $20,  

                     Children $10 
        Non-member ï  
        13+ years old  $30,  Children $10 
Only 90 seats available. 
         Reservation required. 
To reserve, e-mail to 
event@ejca.org or 
call 780-466-6140 by April 4. 
Sake and Beer will be available at the cash bar. 
You can reserve a table for a group of 8 
people. 
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Presidentôs Corner     Sanae Ohki 

 
This is the season for dirty cars but they are good signs for 
approaching spring anyway. As you had probably notices 
in the January-February issue of Moshi Moshi, we had 
many EJCA events in January, February and March, 2018. 
In this issue of Moshi Moshi, you will find articles from 
those who participated in these events, some of them for 
the first time. It is nice to see some new names in the 
Moshi Moshi. 
 
You will read reports on these events through the Moshi 
Moshi but I want to mention three new EJCA activities: 
 
1. Nihongo Salon (February 10, 2018): EJCA tried this 

event for the first time focusing on people with Japanese 
as their mother-tongue because we knew that there 
were many new Japanese who came to Edmonton over 
the last few years but had not participated in EJCA 
programs and events yet. We wanted to have a chance 
to get these people and us old timers together and find 
out what these new comers wanted to do to live better in 
Edmonton. As you see in the article on this event, the 
event was highly appreciated and EJCA decided to 
continue the Nihongo Salon. At the second meeting, we 
will welcome a Japanese physician working at the 
University of Alberta Hospitals. He is going to talk about 
diabetes and Albertôs health system.  

 
2. Nihongo Kids: Please drop in at the Centre on 

Wednesday afternoon. You will see a lot of small 
children singing Japanese songs and running around. 
We started this program as a pilot project but were 
surprised to see 31 children from 21 families 
participating in the program. This is not only a chance for 
children to see their friends and play together but also a 
chance for their parents to get together and chat. The 
winter session of Nihongo Kids will finish on March 31 
but the spring session will start on April 4 in which there 
will be two classes, one for children over two years old 
(called Nihongo Babies, Wednesday afternoon) and the 
other for children under two yeas old (called Nihongo 
Kids, Wednesday morning). Nihongo Kids already has 
the maximum number of children and will not accept any 
new children but Nihongo Babies still have some empty 
spaces and can accept new children (see page 11 for 
registration). 

 
3. Public Lectures: On March 3, we held a public lecture 

on ñLandscape of Injusticeò that is a major research 
project investigating the political process of injustice 
that Japanese Canadians on the west coast suffered 
during and after the Second World War. Mr. Michael 
Abe, project director and Professor Eric Adams of the 
University of Alberta talked about their insights into 
Canadaôs political and legal processes that allowed the 
Government of Canada to move Japanese Canadians 

écont to next page 
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from the west coast to interior British Columbia and sell 
their properties at bargain prices. The project collected a 
large volume of documents that will be archived and will be 
available to the public. 

 
We are planning new events too. This year, we will skip 
Izakaya Night and bring back Sukiyaki Evening on April 14. 
You can reserve a whole table (eight people per table) for 
you and your friends or for your club. On April 7, we will 
have a workshop to make earrings out of a paper crane. 
On April 17, some volunteers will go to an event of Central 
Lions Senior Association and demonstrate hula dances, 
chorus singing, koto playing and calligraphy.  

 
While we are busy preparing for these events, we are also 
reviewing EJCA bylaws, documenting EJCA polices, 
regulations and procedures, organizing EJCA Board 
documents, introducing new technologies, and providing 
new services to Japanese new immigrants. The EJCA 
Board is going to have a workshop to review EJCA 
regulations on April 28. 

 
We are also reviewing how we recruit volunteers and 
decide their remunerations. We want to find out if we can 
improve the current ways of asking volunteers for EJCA 
activities so that more volunteers can participate in and 
enjoy EJCA activities. 
On March 17

th
, four board members are participating in a 

workshop for leaders of non-profit organizations by the 
Alberta Culture and Tourism. The workshop will hold 
separate sessions on different aspects of leadership of 
non-profit organizations and four of us will bring new ideas 
from the different sessions to EJCA. 
 
EJCA tries to make best use of membersô skills and 
knowledge to achieve our goals of enhancing Japanese 
heritage in our community. The EJCA will always welcome 
your suggestions. 

,
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Dollsô Festival for Girls      Kaoru Payne 

 
On March the third, I volunteered at the EJCAôs Dollsô 
Festival for the first time. In fact, it was at the same festival 
two years ago when I first came to the EJCA Centre. I was 
so happy to see that such a wonderful dollôs festival was 
held in Canada. Thatôs why I wanted to volunteered this 
year. In spite of heavy snow falling all day long, 100 people 
showed up at the festival. 
 
We arranged three sets of Hina dolls and a gorgeous 
Uchikake (Japanese wedding gown) in the hall. People 
were so happy to take pictures of their children with Hina 
dolls. Adults enjoyed Matcha tea and Daifuku cakes while 
children enjoyed Japanese crackers. I felt so good relaxing 
drinking tea, eating Japanese sweets and admiring Hina 
dolls.  

 
Wakabakai demonstrated Japanese dances and invited 
children to dance with them at the end. 
Children could enjoy origami and colour painting with 
volunteers. It was a day both adults and children 
thoroughly enjoyed and felt as if they were in Japan. Thank 
all of you who made the festival possible. 
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Crane Earring Workshop (English instruction) 
 
Do you like making origami? Why donôt you 
make earrings of origami cranes? You will 
learn how to make a crane using Japanese 
traditional paper (washi) and make a pair of 
earrings. If you have never made earrings, 
donôt worry. This workshop requires just a 
beginnerôs level of origami skills. If you have 
Kimono or Yukata, origami earrings will suit 
them very well. Just come and join us! All 
materials will be provided. However, each 
person will use two chain (flat) nose pliers and 
a round nose plier. We do not have enough 
pliers for all. If you have one or two of these 
pliers, please bring them with you.  
 
Date: Saturday, April 7, 2018, 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Location: EJCA Centre 
Cost: EJCA member $20, Non-EJCA member 
$25 
Participants; Max 15 people, Adults,  

  16 years old and up only 
Instructor: Naomi Kinoshita 
Application: E-mail to event@ejca.org with your name and 
phone number by March 31. Also, let us know if you can 
bring your round nose plier and/or chain (flat) nose plier.  
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Japanese Cooking Class Review    Corey Sullivan 

 
On Saturday, February 24, Tomomi Calder and Yumika 
van Lankvelt taught Japanese home cooking to 12 
beginner chefs. Participants learned some Japanese 
vocabulary for various cooking utensils, like "houchou" 
(cooking knife) and "otama" (ladle). Best of all, we got to 
practice ñnimonoò, and other Japanese home-style 
cooking. On the menu was "shoga yaki" (ginger pork), 
"kabocha no taitan" (simmered squash), miso soup with 
enoki mushrooms and seaweed, and matcha (green tea) 
pudding. With the teachers' expert help, the dishes were 
simple to makeðalthough I forgot to turn the heat on to 
simmer for my squash, but the teachers rescued me! ð 
and participants got to enjoy their own delicious creations, 
truly satisfying examples of ñofukuro no ajiò, the flavor of 
motherôs home cooking. 
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The Third Cooking Workshop 
Date/time: Saturday, April 21, 2018, 11:00ï14:00 
Location:   EJCA Centre 
Fee:          $40/person, pay at the door 
Maximum: 15 students 
Registration by April 7, 2018 e-mail to event@ejca.org  
No drop-in, EJCA members only 

This month, we are going to make Daifuku:  (sticky 

rice cake). It is one of the most popular traditional 
Japanese desserts. Daifukuôs outer layer is made of 

Mochi: It is stuffed with sweetened red or white bean 

paste. In modern times many different fillings are 
available including pleasant fruit flavours. (We are going 
to use strawberry this time). Daifuku in Japanese literally 
means ñBig luckò. As such it has also become 
synonymous with wishing good luck in Japan and thus 
has become a popular traditional gift. The workshop is 
for beginners of Japanese cooking. Bring your apron, 
hair cover and indoor shoes.  
Any questions?  Email to event@ejca.org 
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Teriyaki Chicken  Cream Soup  Goma Ae Beans Strawberry Daifuku 

 
The Forth Cooking Workshop 
Date/time: Saturday, May 12, 2018, 11:00ï14:00 
Location:   EJCA Centre 
Fee:          $40/person, pay at the door 
Maximum: 15 students 
Registration by May 2, 2018 e-mail to event@ejca.org  
No drop-in, EJCA members only 

 
In May, we are going to learn how to cook Takikomi gohan. 

It is a wonderful and comforting Japanese mixed rice 

recipe made with seasonal ingredients. Are you exhausted 

from work and no energy to make supper but still want to 

eat something nutritious? One of the easiest ways to 

include more vegetables in your diet is to add vegetables 

in your rice. This one dish will complete your supper by 

itself. It will also be handy for lunch if you make it into a 

rice ball (Onigiri). Kids love it! Letôs have cooking fun 

together!! 

Note: Depending on where you are/live in Japan, this dish 

might be called Kayaku Gohan (⅛╛ↄ↔ ) or Gomoku 

Gohan ( ↔  ï a 5-ingredient mixed rice, which is 

loosely translated because there are roughly five 

ingredients).  
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We Joined the Nihongo Salon 
        Chieko Inoue 

 
We (my two-year old daughter and I) went 
to the Nihongo Salon (a get together of 
children and their parents to talk and play 
in Japanese) held at the EJCA Centre on 
February 10

th
 with some of our friendsô 

families
 
. We were interested in the Salon 

because it was held on Saturday afternoon and it 
provided us parents with babysitting services for children.  
 
By May this year, we will have lived in Edmonton for 12 
years but we seldom went to the EJCA Center except to 
receive consular services when some staff of the 
Consulate-General of Japan in Calgary came to the 
center. To tell the truth, I felt that EJCA was not quite 
relevant to our life. Since we started going to the 
Nihongo Kids class (a get together of small Japanese 
children for talking and playing in Japanese), we got 
familiar with EJCA activities. With this new interest in 
EJCA, we decided to join the Nihongo Salon. 
 
At our table, I met people whom I would not have met 
otherwise such as students, people with all kinds of 
professions and some Japanese who had been in 
Edmonton close to 54 years. Since this was the first 
meeting, we introduced ourselves and discussed issues 
that were assigned to our table. We talked relaxed, 
drinking tea and eating Japanese sweets. The 
discussion time was over before we realized that. 
 
There were many people I wanted to talk with such as 
professional people, those who had been in Edmonton 
for a long time and those who just moved to Edmonton. I 
am looking forward to talking with them at the next 
Nihongo Salon. I really appreciated the arrangement for 
babysitting services. I could leave our two-year old 
daughter with a professional babysitter and could 
concentrate on our discussion. Our daughter also 
enjoyed playing with children of her own age.  
 
The Nihongo Salon lasted just two hours but I felt fully 
satisfied and energized. I could acquire new Japanese 
friends young and old. This kind of inter-generational 
communications made me feel more confident about our 
life in Edmonton than before. I look forward to the next 
Japanese Salon. 

 
Report from the Nihongo Salon  Sanae Ohki 
 
On February 10, 2018, EJCA had its first meeting of 
Nihogo Salon in Japanese inviting members and non-
members. The purpose of the meeting was for new-
comers to Edmonton and Edmonton ñold timersò who 
speak Japanese to get together and discuss what kind of 
activities new-comers need to make their living better. 
 
Recently, the number of young Japanese females living 
in Edmonton has been increasing. They are busy raising 
their children while working and actively engaged in 
other activities. According to the 2016 Census of  

écont to next page 
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Canada, there were 1,225 new immigrants from Japan in 
Edmonton. The number may increase to 1,300 or so if 
we add people on working holidays. If we add visitors, 
the number will be close to 2,000. Altogether 42 
Japanese speaking people (31 EJCA members and 11 
non-members) attended the Nihonngo Salon meeting. 
After ice-breaking activities, we discussed a wish list of 
activities while enjoying tea and Japanese sweets. 
 
The following is a list of suggestions for its future 
1. Activities EJCA to take initiatives 

a. Summer camp for 6 ï 12 years old Japanese 

speaking children, summer 2018. 

b. List of specialists who understand Japanese 

¶ Clinics with doctors, dentists 

¶ Lawyers 

¶ Insurance consultants 

¶ Translators/interpreters with certificates 

¶ Interpreters with no certificate but who can help  

¶ Babysitters 

¶ Handymen around home 

¶ Drivers for seniors 

c. English Language class  

2. Activities Nihongo Salon to continue 

a. Create a Nihongo Salon committee 

b. Meetings will be a seminar and a social time 

c. Examples of seminars 

¶ Healthcare in Alberta 

¶ Health of seniors 

¶ Insurance in general 

¶ Health of children 

¶ Sustaining Japanese 

language 

¶ Womenôs social 

activities, job and job 

training after kids  

3. Create new Clubs 

a. Sake and Foods 

b. Mothers club 

c. Study group of senior related topics (health, 

doctors, group homes) 

d. Running, Triathlon 

4. Other wish list 

a. Workshops for kids: making bento lunch, yukata 

b. Cooking class 

c. Support for new comers 

d. Workshop for seniors ï how to use PC 

e. Anime movie night 

f. Job search service 
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2nd Nihongo Salon ï Presentation and Social 
The second Nihongo Salon will be held as follows: 
Date/time: Saturday, May 26, 2018, 1:00 ï 4:00 
Title: Alberta Health Services, Family doctors, Diabetics 
Presenter: U of A assistant professor who came from 
Japan. 

After the presentation, social time will follow. 

2   
 

! 

: 2018 5 26  

:   

:  

 

 



Moshi Moshi 

8 March - April 2018 

Landscapes of Injustice   Daiyo Sawada  
 
On a snowy Saturday morning in early March, a 
special presentation took place at the EJCA Centre: 
An eye-opening/mind-opening glimpse into the 
ñLandscapes of Injusticeò that framed and colored the 
politics, policies and legal actions taken by the 
Federal Government and its agents during the forcible 
uprooting and disposal of Japanese Canadians living 
on or near the Pacific waters of Canada. Looking back 
on these events, approximately 25 Edmontonians, 
mostly EJCA members, were treated to an insiderôs 
view of a multi-million dollar research project funded 
by SSHRCC (Social Sciences & Humanities Research 
Council of Canada) inquiring into, documenting and 
revealing the many (50?) shades of injustice 
impregnating the policies and actions undertaken by 
officials and friends of the Government of Canada 
both during and after WW-II. 
 
Attendees were treated to a succinct overview of the 
project by Project Manager Michael Abe including 
ongoing plans and procedures to collect, archive and 
make available the rich documentation they have 
collected, much of it uncovered/discovered for the first 
time. With such a plethora of rich sources and 
resources to draw upon, the opportunity and 
challenge for the project is to develop programs that 
have the potential to curtail the many motives that 
seemingly led to the many injustices that plagued the 
Japanese community living on or near the Pacific 
coast.  
 
One such program described by Mr. Abe stood out for 
me ïthe development of new social studies curricula 
for elementary schools. Students would not just ñlearn 
aboutò what happened during this period but would 
ñlive itò in a ñhands-onò enactment of Powell Street in 
the classroom. Participating as residents of the Powell 
Street community, the impact of ñliving and breathingò 
on Powel Street, feeling the pain and exasperation of 
being treated in some instances literally as cattle, just 
might viscerally kindle in the ñhearts, minds and gutsò 
of young Canadians that ñthis is not fairò! Why is it 
happening? Who is doing this?  
 
Perhaps such experiences brought to life in the 
classroom might lead to a new generation of 
Canadians imbued with well-formed hearts and minds 
with the will to ñdo the right thingò. In addition to the 
Powel Street simulation, the project also provides 
Canadians of all ages and circumstances with rich 
opportunities to learn from the experiences of injustice 
suffered by our ñforefathers/mothersò by making 
available detailed historical documentation in many 
accessible forms and settings. A good place to get 
started is with the project website: 
www.landscapesofinjustice.com.  
 

é.cont. to next page 
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Later in the morning, legal scholar Eric M. Adams, a 
law professor and legal historian at the University of 
Alberta, treated the audience to a carefully nuanced 
account revealing ñhow the Government of Canada 
employed the law to activate and authorize racist 
policyò thus rendering victims of such policy impotent 
to receive justice in Canadian courts despite 
competent legal representation. 
 
A consideration of the fate of Japanese Americans in 
similar wartime circumstances reveals historically that 
justice in Canada under Canadian Law and Canadian 
Government policy didnôt always come out looking 
good in comparison. Even though decades later the 
Japanese Canadian Redress Settlement eventually 
led to long overdue changes in the Canadian 
Constitution, the strenuous and often disheartening 
path that proved necessary to overcome past 
injustices highlighted once again that justice seems 
never to arrive on its own ï thus the importance of 
projects like ñLandscapes of Injusticeò. With events 
south of the border now returning again to a mode 
resembling the ñRule of the Jungleò the never ending 
mouthing of ñour thoughts and prayers are with youò 
may be just one of too many proclamations preserving 
the ongoing ñLandscape of Injusticeò still plaguing 
Planet Earth. 
 
After a heartfelt round of applause, the morning 
session was followed by a tasty bento luncheon that 
was almost but not quite as nourishing as the 
morningôs food for contemplation. And the 
conversations continued. . . .  

 
This book, ñWitness to Lossò, is the 
result of the collective work and 
resources of Landscapes of Injustice.  
The project donated the book to EJCA. 
You can borrow the book from our 
library. 

    
 

 
 

 
           BC ⱦ◒♩ꜞ▪  ◘fi♄כ☻  

 
This is a story about translating ñGateway to Promiseò by 
Mr. and Mrs. Ann-Lee & Gordon Switzer (2001) to 
Japanese by Mrs. Keiko Miyamatsu Sanders in Victoria 
and a group of translators. 

 
│ 8 ⌐⁸ ╩ ≤⇔√◌♫♄ ₈ ─

⁸ההה♄♫◌ ⌐ ↑⁸ ╩ ∫√ √∟₉≤ ∆╢

╩ 20 ™ ─ ╩ ⇔≡ ⇔√⁹ ─ │⁸

⅝⌂ Ann- Lee & Gordon Switzer ⅜ 2012

⌐ ⇔√╙─≢₈Gateway to Promise₉≤ ↕╣≡™╢⁹ 

 

⌂ ≤ ≤ ℮ ⁸ │ ╪≢™√♩꜡

fi♩≢─ ⌐ ∆╢▬ⱬfi♩⌐│ ↄ ™⁸ ╠

⌐ ∆╢ ╙ ⅛ ⇔√⁹╕√ ⇔ↄ⌂∫√ ≤─

⅔ ⅝ ™╩ ⇔≡⁸ ─ BC ≢─ ⁸ ─

⌂≥╙ ↄ ™√╙─≢№╢⁹ 

 

⇔⅛⇔ ∫≡⁸∕╣│ ╩ ⇔≡ ≤⇔≡ ∫√

≢№╡⁸ ⌐∕─ ╩ ╢≤ ℮↓≤≢│⌂⅛∫√⁹⌂

−⌂╠ ─ ─ │⁸ ╙ ™√◌♫♄ ─

⌂ ⌐╟∫≡ ⌐ ╢↓≤│ ∏⁸ ╩ ╘≡

⌐♩꜡fi♩ ⌐ ╡ ╪∞⅛╠≢№╢⁹ 

 

≤↓╤⅜ 4 ╒≥ ⌐ⱦ◒♩ꜞ▪⌐ ∫ ⇔≡ ╢≤⁸ ⅜

∕╣╕≢ ∫≡™√◌♫♄ ─ ⅛⌂ ─ ≢№╢↓≤

╩∕↓↓↓⌐ ⇔ ╩ ∫√⁹ ╙⌂⅔ ╢ ╠⅜ ╪∞

™ ╛⁸ №╢▬ⱬfi♩≢ ∫√Ɽ⁸│≢≤⌂◒כ

─ ₁─ ↕ⅎ ∂╠╣╢ ⅜⇔√╙─∞⁹∕⇔≡ ∫√

─⅜ Switzer ⅜ 5 ─ ╩ ╛⇔≡ √∟─ ≢

⅝⁸ ⇔⁸ ⌐▬fi♃ⱦꜙכ⇔≡╕≤╘√ ─ ≢№

∫√⁹ 

 

⌐ ╢ │ ⌐ ™⅜⁸ ≢╙ 40 ⌐ ─

≢№╢NAJC The National Association Japanese 

Canadians ⅜ ╘√₈ ₉⌐⁸

╩ →⅛↑≡╢ ≢№╢⁹ │ √∟⅜ ═√ ╡≢│⁸

∕─ √╢ │ ⌐╙⌂™≤ ℮⁹∞⅜↓╣│ ─

≤⇔≡⁸ ─ ⌐╟∫≡∕╣╕≢ ∂╠╣≡™√ ⌐

√⌂ ╩ ⇔√≤™℮↓≤⌂─∞⁹ 

 

◌♫♄╩ ─ ≤ ╘√ ─ ₁⌐│⁸ ↓─

⌐ ╩ ⇔≡ ⅝⁸ ₁─ ─√∟⅜≥─╟℮⌐⇔≡↓─

⌐ ╩ ╤⇔⁸ √∟─ ╩ ╡ ™≡ ∫√⅛╩ ∫

≡ ⅝√™≤ ℮⁹ 

 

│ 440 ⌐╙⌂╢ ≢⁸ ⌐ ∆╢─│ ⌂

↓≤≢№╢⁹ ╣┌ ╠⌐ ⅝⁸ ─ ≤⇔

≡ ⌐ ╣Ɑכ☺╩ ∫≡ ↑╣┌≤ ⇔≡™╢⁹ 

29.95 tax  

◘fi♄כ☻  k-m-s@post.com   
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Explore Japan Report      
The EJCA has been working with the Explore Japan 
Committee since 2010 introducing Japanese Culture to 
Edmonton and Red Deerôs grade 10 high school students 
who started to take Japanese language classes. This 
year , the program was held on Saturday, March 10, 2018 
at Harry Ainlay High School. For the first time, a high 
school in Calgary joined the event. All together 180 
students had an wonderful opportunity to have a hands-
on experience. EJCA provided all the culture sessions 
including Taiko, Karate, Tea Ceremony, Calligraphy and 
Kimono wearing lessons. 18 EJCA members presented 
the sessions. Thank you very much for your hard work on 
Saturday! 
 
Consul-General Tanabe joined the program and welcome 
students with the following speech.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen. Good morning. Iôd like to offer all 
of todayôs teachers, staff, and students a warm welcome 
to the Explore Japan Program for 2018. I canôt say how 
glad I am to see so many young people eager to expand 
their knowledge on Japan. 
 
A number of organizing members are responsible for 
todayôs opportunity, including my officeðthe Consulate 
General of Japan in Calgary, as well as the Edmonton 
Japanese Community Association, The Alberta 
Japanese Teachers Association, and Alberta Education 
in conjunction with the Japan Foundation. 
 
Together we have worked to bring you a program that 
hopes to do several things. Firstly, we hope to provide 
you with more comprehensive knowledge of Japan, its 
culture and language, but using a more in-depth, hands-
on and exploratory approach that Iôm sure you will 
appreciate. Remember that you canôt convey an entire 
culture in a day, but we hope that this is a good start to 
finding out what Japan is like, beyond a textbook. 
 
Secondly, what today is about is understanding. I am 
happy that we are all different here in Canada, and that 
we can celebrate our cultures while enjoying and 
respecting others.  As you go through life you will find 
that an open approach to learning about other cultures 
will make you a well-rounded individual, add to your 
capable knowledge about the world, and develop 
sensitivity to and understanding of those that may not be 
exactly like you. Perhaps most significantly you will 
realize the importance of looking right through the 
differences between peoples, to see the truth of our unity 
as human beings. 
 
Lastly, I really just want you to enjoy your day. Japan has 
so much to offer. It is a bustling mecca of new and old 
culture, tradition, art & fashion, technology, architecture, 
and interesting people that you really have to experience 
to believe. So before you leave today, I hope that the 
seed of adventurous spirit has been planted, and that it 
might one day grow into a more serious desire toé 
ñExplore Japanò. Thank you very much. 
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Wonderful Nihongo Kids Class  

 Natsuko Plamondon 
I have been going to EJCAôs Nihongo Kids Class with 
our three-year old daughter since it started on January 
17, 2018. There will be ten sessions in this season. The 
class starts with a song singing session when the 
teacher starts singing ñCome on, Panda.ò  Kids in the 
room all sit down facing the teacher and start singing, 
taking rhythms by moving their hands. In the first 30 
minutes of the class, children and their parents sing and 
dance, sharing their joy of doing things together. 
Sometimes, the teacher tells stories by showing a set of 
pictures. The teacher is very innovative and brings 
something new every time. My daughter, who hung 
around me at the beginning of the session now leaves 
me and sings and dances with other children.  
 
Another teacher takes care of the second 30 minute 
session. She leads an arts and crafts session that 
reflects four seasons in Japan. Children make wonderful 
arts and crafts with the teacher. When the large hall of 
the Center was available for the club, we enjoyed a bean 
throwing event of the Setsubun Festival. In another time, 
we played our own Winter Olympics Game and ran 
obstacle races. We cheered each other by waving flags 
that we made. 
My daughter loves the Nihongo Kids Club and keeps 
singing songs that she learns at the club. She sometimes 
thinks about a song that she will ask the teacher to sing 
with her. As she continues going to the club meetings, 
she seems to have relaxed and feels comfortable with 
her friends.  We, parents, are also enjoying the club 
meetings. It is a good chance for us to see and talk with 
our friends and it refreshes our souls and minds. Now 
both my daughter and I are looking forward to the club 
meeting on Wednesday afternoons. 
 
 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nihongo Kids Class and Nihongo Babies Class 
 
The pilot program for 1 ï 5 years old children started in 
January. The classes have been very well received by 
parents and children, Mrs. Emi Leung and Mrs. Rie 
Beattie are the teachers. They prepare classes from 
scratch as we did not have any experience at EJCA. 
Thank you for your hard work and thank you for the 
parents who assisted the class in many ways. Also, 
through the sessions, parents made friends with each 
other. 
Through the pilot program, we leaned a few things.  
1. It is difficult to operate one class with 1 ï 4 years old 

children. So, starting in the spring session, there will 
be the Nihongo Babies class for 0 ï 2 yeears old to 
be held in every Wednesday morning a the Nihongo 
Kids class for 2 ï 5 to be held on Wednesday 
aftrnoon. 

2. To ease the teachers work and make more varieties 
to the program, we will invite more teachers and other 
EJCA members to offer one or two sessions. 
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Instructors for Nihongo Kids 
 
Nihongo Kids is looking for a few Japanese-speaking 
instructors. The classes are 10:00-10:45 am (for 0-2 
years old) and/or 13:00-14:00 pm (for 2-5 years old), 
every Wednesday from April 4 onward. Even if you 
can just teach 30 minutes a day on every second 
week, we will still welcome you. We will also welcome 
any volunteer who can help one or more sessions. 
Please contact us at event@ejca.org. Honorarium will 
be paid according to the EJCA standard. 
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Library Corner       
 
New Japanese movies with English titles will be ready for 
borrowing soon. They are: 

Behind the Cove  
The Burmese Harp 
Half a Confession 
Police Women vs Mafia 
Izakaya "Choji" 
Station 
Samurai Gourmet 
Shogun 
Your Name? 

 
The Library will be closed on Tuesday April 10th and 
Tuesday May 8th but please join the "Tuesday Library 
Drop-in" on  all other Tuesday afternoons in April and 
May. Tea and friendly conversation is always waiting for 
you. 
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Event Calendar 2018 (Tentative days)                                           2018  
Japanese Language Classes - Spring April 11 ï June 21, 2018 4 11 6 21    

Nihongo Kids and Babies Classes - Spring April 4 ï June 6, 2018   4 4 6 6    

Crane earing workshop Saturday, April 7, 2018         4 7   

Sukiyaki Evening Saturday, April 14, 2018      4 14   

Beginner Japanese Cooking workshop 3 Saturday, April 21, 2018           4 21    

Beginner Japanese Cooking workshop 4 Saturday, May 12, 2018           5 12    

Nihongo Salon Saturday, may 26, 2018             5 26    

Centre Cleaning Day Saturday, June 9, 2018       6 9   

Natsu Matsuri (Summer Festival) Saturday, July 14, 2018               7 14   

Heritage Festival Training Day Saturday, July 28, 2018               7 28   

Heritage Festival August 4, 5 and 6                    8 4 5 6   

Nihongo Summer Camp  August 20 ï 23, 2018                 8 20 23   

Heritage Festival Volunteer Appreciation Saturday, September 8, 2018     9 8   

EJCA Annual General Meeting Sunday, October 14, 2018      10 14    

EJCA Fall Bazaar Saturday, October 20, 2018    10 20   
Kimiko Shimizu Art & Culture Grant Deadline Tuesday, October 31, 2017     10 31   

Maki Sushi Roll-Out Contest Saturday, Novenber 10, 2018   11 10   

EJCA Board of Directors Planning Retreat Sunday, November 18, 2018    11 18   

Childrenôs Christmas Party Sunday, December 9, 2018       12 9   

New Yearôs Party Saturday, January 13, 2019    1 12   

mailto:event@ejca.org
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Matsu no Kai Club (55+ Club) News         Alan Davis 

 
Club meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at the EJCA Centre (except for December). We 
start at 10:15 with an optional formal exercise program. 
Currently we are practicing Tai Chi.  
The business meeting starts at 11 a.m. and we break for 
lunch at noon.  We do some easy exercises before lunch 
and after lunch we socialize, make crafts, watch movies, 
play table games or listen to presentations. In March we 
will start a contest to see who can grow the biggest, best 
looking plant from seed before the next meeting.  
The monthly meetings usually wind up at 2:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
Every month outings appealing to members interests are 
planned. In January the club attended an IMAX movie òTo 
the Arcticò at the Telus World of Science followed by a 
Dim Sum Meal to celebrate Chinese New Year. The 
outing for March will be lunch at NAIT at the Friday 
Student Buffet to taste the work of the Culinary Arts 
Students. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

  ardavis@ardsys.ca (780-

435- 8462)  mayekoathome@gmail.com  (587 

990 0775)  

 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Alan Davis, club President at ardavis@ardsys.ca (780-435-8462) or 
May Uyeda, club Secretary at mayekoathome@gmail.com  (587 990 0775). 
 

 

 
                    EJCAôs great seniors. They are active and healthy! 

 

 

Kita no Taiko (KNT) Workshop 

Learning taiko can challenge you to something 
new in music, movement, confidence, 
coordination and culture. Beginner workshops 
are designed for those without prior taiko or 
musical background, and are for ages 13 and up. 
Take the workshop with your family and friends! 
 
Next Level I workshop is Saturday, April 7 at 2:00pm 
 
Please register at www.kitanotaiko.ca/workshops, or 
contact info@kitanotaiko.ca or 780-431-0300, 
(780)20431-0300 for questions. 

 
 

www.kitanotaiko.ca/workshops 
 info@kitanotaiko.ca  780-

431- 0300, (780)20431- 0300  
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Volunteers & Donors APPRECIATION   
The EJCA Board would like to send its sincere thanks to all volunteers and donators. If your name is missing from the list, 
please inform the president so it can be noted in the next Moshi Moshi. Please help us to maintain an accurate list. 
 
Nihongo Salon: February 10, 2018 
Coordinators:  Hideji Ono        Sanae Ohki  Tomomi Calder  
Volunteers: Takashi Ohki  Yoshi Murakami  Yukiko Nagakura Yoko Azumaya 

 
T-shits inventory: February 20, 2018 
Volunteers:  Dan Kinoshita  James Calder  John Priegert    Naomi Kinoshita  Tomomi Calder 
 
Landscapes of Injustice Presentation: March 3, 2018 
Presenters:   Michael Abe  Eric M. Adams 
Coordinators:   Sanae Ohki 
 
Hina Matsuri: March 3, 2018 
Coordinator: Tomomi Calder 
Japanese dance: Wakaba-kai Dance Club 
Volunteers:  

Andrew Beattie Hiromi Tamura Midori Murakami Noriko Omote Victoria Safonova 

Ashley Orich Kaoru Payne Naoko Watanabe Ogochukwu Maduekwe  Yukiko Nagakura 

Chika Elmaleh Logan Muller Nishiwaki Kyoko Rie Beattie Yumika van Lankvelt 

Emiko Kinoshita Makie Hiraga Noriko Matsunaka Sanae Ohki 
  

 
Donations: George and Judy Matsuba      the Shikaze family 
 

 
National Association of Japanese Canadian 
(NAJC) Endowment Fund and SEAD Program 
 
After many years of struggle to seek redress for the unjust 
treatment of Japanese Canadians by the Canadian 
government during and after World War II, the Japanese 
Canadian Redress Agreement was signed by Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney and NAJC President Art Miki, on 
September 22, 1988. 
The Redress Agreement acknowledged the unjust actions 
of the Canadian government and provided a symbolic 
redress for those actions. $12 million was provided to the 
Japanese Canadian community through the NAJC to 
undertake educational, social and cultural activities and 
programs that contribute to the well being of the 
community or promote human rights. The Japanese 
Canadian Redress Foundation (JCRF) was established by 
the NAJC for the purpose of allocating the $12 million 
community redress payment on behalf of the Japanese 
Canadian community. 

In furtherance of the purpose of the community redress 
payment, the Redress Foundation entrusted the NAJC to 
administer a Sports, Education, Arts Development 
(SEAD) and Cultural Development (CD) program. It is 
the intent of the Redress Foundation and the NAJC to 
ensure that the benefits realized from the Redress 
Agreement continue to benefit and enhance the 
development of the Japanese Canadian community and 
its members into the new millennium. 
 
Deadlines for applications are March 31 by 2:30pm CST. 
 
For more information and application form, go to 
http://najc.ca/funds-and-awards/najc-endowment-fund/  
 
 

 

 

 
Achievements of the EJCA Japanese Language 
class students 
EJCA has been offering Japanese language classes since 
2009. The Beginner Advanced students are getting very 
good in Japanese language skill. Please see how they are 
doing by the stories they posted in EJCA Website. English 
translations are attached. 
http://www.ejca.org/documents/2017%2011%20Japanese
%20Advanced.pdf  

 

  
 

2009

 

 

http://www.ejca.org/documents/2017%2011%20Japanese
%20Advanced.pdf  
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Interested?, Please go to  
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