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Come and enjoy the EJCA Fall Fund-Raiser Bazaar!  
All EJCA members and friends are welcome.  
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× Lots of lunches (Japanese 
dishes) to enjoy with friends;  
 

× Take home Japanese and 
western baked goodies to satisfy 
your sweet tooth;  
 

× Mochi for New Year celebrations; 
 

× Japanese and other gift items at 
the White Elephant or ñnew itemò 
sales tables; 
 

× Finish your Christmas shopping 
with special Japanese goods and 
books;  
 

× Buy special items and gift 
certificates at the Silent Auction. 

 
Can you help us at the bazaar in 
any of these three areas? 
1. As a volunteer; 

Refer to the chart on the next 
page and apply.  
 

2. Donation of Bake Sale items 
Baked goods, Japanese side 
dishes, and other food suitable 
for the bazaar. Please deliver 
them to the centre by 11 am on 
the bazaar day. 
 

3. Donation of silent auction and 
non-food sales items 
New or lightly used items to sell 
at the sales table or at the silent 
auction. Please bring donation 
items to ECJA and fill out a 
donation form available on the 
side of the ñTake Away 
Bookshelfò, outside the office.  

 
Contact person: Tomomi Calder 

(780)466-6140 event@ejca.org  
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Bazaar Volunteers                  

 
Bazaar volunteer positions ï Please sign up at 

http://signup.com/go/mNcEjVz or pick your preferred 
position and contact Tomomi Calder at (780) 466-6140 or 
e-mail event@ejca.org by September 30.  All volunteers 
will receive a $7 voucher. 

 http://signup.com/go/mNcEjVz. 

(780)466-6140

event@ejca.org 9 30

7

Task Date/time 
# of 
volunteers 

Description  

A Oct. 4  9 am-3 pm 4 Make and freeze mochi  

B Week of Oct. 15 for 4 ï 5 
hours 

8 Sales item sorting and pricing, silent 
auction item preparation  

C Oct. 19 9 am ï 4 pm 8 Preparaton of Japanese food *1  

D Oct. 20 8 am ï 1 pm 8 Preparaton of Japanese food *1  

E Oct. 20 8 am ï 11 am 4 Preparation & packing of food  

F Oct. 20 10:30 am ï 2 pm 2 Greeters at the door  

G Oct. 20 10:30 am ï 2 pm 2 Site managers  

H Oct. 20 10 am ï 2 pm 6 Food sales  

I Oct. 20 10 am ï 2 pm 4 Bake sales  

J Oct. 20 10 am ï 3 pm 6 Non-food Sales Gift  

K Oct. 20 10 am ï 3 pm 2 Book Sales  

L Oct. 20 10 am ï 2:30 pm 3 Silent Auction  

M Oct. 20 11 am ï 1:30 pm 4 Food and tea servers  

N Oct. 20 1 pm ï 3 pm 4 Kitchen cleaning  

O Oct. 20 2 pm -3:30 pm 2 Cleanup and pack up non-food sales  

P Oct. 20 11pm ï 1:30 pm 1 Photographer  

Q Oct. 20  10:30 am -2 pm 1 MC  

R After the bazaar 1 Writer for a Moshi Moshi article 11

 

*1 some Japanese food cooking skills required. 

mailto:event@ejca.org
http://signup.com/go/mNcEjVz
mailto:event@ejca.org
http://signup.com/go/mNcEjVz
mailto:event@ejca.org
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EJCA 2018 Annual General Meeting,Dinner/Program   
 
All EJCA members are invited to attend the 2018 EJCA 
AGM. In particular, we want to invite new members! This is 
the BEST opportunity to get to know the EJCA and meet 
with other members! 
1. Annual General Meeting 

Time: 4:00 to 5:00 pm; Sunday October 14, 2018   
EJCA Centre, 6750 ï 88 Street NW, Edmonton  

AGENDA  
Pre-meeting: member sign-in  
1. Welcome  
2. Review and Approval of Agenda  
3. Approval of Minutes of AGM (October 15, 2017)  
4. Old Business  
5. Presidentôs Report  
6. Treasurerôs Report  

6.1. Approval of Financial Statement  
6.2. Election of Auditors for 2018-19  

7. New Business 
7.1 Discussion and Approval of New EJCA Bylaws.  
(Please review the draft bylaws before the AGM: 

http://www.ejca.org/documents/Bylaws/2018%20E
JCA%20Bylaws%20draft%20for%20AGM.pdf )  

8. Election of the Board of Directors  
Board members whose 2 year term ends at this 
meeting: Sanae Ohki, Hideji Ono.   
               Sanae Ohki can be re-elected.            
Board members whose 2 year term ends in 2019:  
John Priegert, Omar Amer, Jim Hoyano, Lyn Rafferty,  
Julie Rossignol, Tamara Sutherland  
Nominations to the 2018 Board from the floor  

9. Adjournment  
 
2. POST AGM PROGRAM: Social, Dinner and Program 

5:00 ï 5:30 pm Social  
5:30 ï 6:30 pm Dinner  
6:30 ï 7:30 pm Presentations/Displays by EJCA Clubs 

and Culture Programs 
Dinner: free for all EJCA members,  

    $25 per person for non-members.  
Reservations are required for all dinner guests 
including EJCA members 
To reserve, please contact the office at (780)466-6140 
or event@ejca.org by Friday, October 5, 2018. 

 
Please let us know if you are at the milestone ages of 77, 
88 and 90 in 2018, or if you know of any member who is at 
a milestone birth year. These special seniors who attend 
the AGM and dinner will receive a gift. 
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Would you help us with the following tasks at the AGM and 
programs? 

1. Set up of furniture          4 volunteers 3:00 ï 3:45 pm 
2. Clean up after program 4 volunteers 7:30 ï 8:30 pm 
3. Supervise a Kids Room 1 volunteer   3:45 ï 5:15 pm  

Contact event@ejca.org if your can be a help. THANK YOU! 

event@ejca.org  

  4   3  -  3 45  

  4      

    3 45   5  

http://www.ejca.org/documents/Bylaws/2018%20EJCA%20Bylaws%20draft%20for%20AGM.pdf
http://www.ejca.org/documents/Bylaws/2018%20EJCA%20Bylaws%20draft%20for%20AGM.pdf
http://www.ejca.org/documents/Bylaws/2018%20EJCA%20Bylaws%20draft%20for%20AGM.pdf
http://www.ejca.org/documents/Bylaws/2018%20EJCA%20Bylaws%20draft%20for%20AGM.pdf
mailto:event@ejca.org
mailto:event@ejca.org
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Presidentôs Corner            Sanae Ohki 

 
All kinds of new things start in September at the Edmonton 
Japanese Community Association: six levels of Japanese 
lessons (Beginners, Intermediate, Advanced, Japanese for 
Teens level 1 and 2, and Fun and Easy Japanese), play 
and learn Japanese classes for small children (Nihongo 
Kids: 2 to 4 years old and their parents; Baby Salon: 0 to 2 
years old and their parents). Already 61 students have 
registered to the Japanese lessons and 37 children to 
Nihongo Kids and Baby Salon. It is amazing that close to 
100 people are learning Japanese at the EJCA. 
 
In 2018, a total of 131 new memberships (294 people) 
jointed the EJCA by the end of August. Here are the 
comparisons with 2017 and 2016 numbers. 

Period New 
memberships 

Number of new 
people 

Jan-Dec, 2016 96 137 

Jan-Dec, 2017 95 151 

Jan-Aug, 2018 131 294 

We usually had around 95 new memberships annually 
prior to 2016. So, there was a jump of about 40 percent in 
the number of new memberships, which works out to 
almost 100 percent more new people in 2018 (and there 
could be more by the end of the year). We noticed that 
there were more new family memberships than new single 
memberships. Some families jointed the EJCA to 
participate in the EJCA summer camps. 
 
One of the objectives for the EJCA Board in 2018 was to 
spearhead new programs to provide new Japanese 
immigrants increased opportunities to join EJCA activities. 
I think that our efforts have been reflected in the increase 
in the EJCA memberships. Now that we have both old and 
new EJCA members with different backgrounds but the 
same interest in Japanese culture, how can we carry on 
EJCA activities together with the maximum number of 
participants? This is our challenge. 
 
The EJCA already has many clubs, programs and events. 
Many members have been involved in these and enjoy our 
offerings. If I stand back and look at EJCA activities with 
fresh eyes, I am surprised by the span of activities in which 
EJCA members are engaged including activities open to 
non-members like school programs, festivals and the 
bazaar. 
 
I strongly encourage new EJCA members to attend the 
EJCA Annual General Meeting on October 14, 2018. After 
the AGM, we are going to host dinner (free for EJCA 
members!) and afterward will have demonstrations by 
EJCA clubs and presentations about cultural activities. 
This will be a great opportunity for new members to learn 
about the full scope of the EJCAôs clubs and offerings, and, 
of course, a chance to enjoy dinner with both old and new 
friends. During the AGM, we will also be offering a kids 
room for looking after your small children. So, please come 
to the AGM with your family members.  
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As of September 16, 2018, the EJCA has 428 valid memberships. 
The number of member people is 787.   
 

2018 9 16 2018 EJCA

787  
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JSACôs Annual Conference in Edmonton: Mark 
your calendars!       David Sulz 

 
The Japan Studies Association of Canada (JSAC) will hold 
its annual conference at the University of Alberta from 
October 11 to 14, 2018 in the Telus Centre building. This 
conference brings together scholars, researchers, and 
others to share their knowledge and enthusiasm for the 
study of Japan across many disciplines and fields. It is quite 
small but attracts a wide-ranging and very welcoming 
group. All sessions will be conducted in English only. 
   
The EJCA has been invited to convene two sessions. 
1) A ñcommunity panelò on Sunday morning (Sunday Oct. 

14, 10:15-11:45) to highlight some of the interesting 
history and current goings-on of the Japanese influence 
in and around Edmonton, including: EJCA, Kurimoto 
Japanese Garden, Metro Edmonton Japanese 
Community School, Mikado Restaurant, and Tokiwa 
Ramen. 
Free lunch will follow this session. 

2) ñThe 2013 EJCA history project survey: background, 
findings, and how to access it,ò David Sulz and Daiyo 
Sawada (Saturday Oct. 13, 10:45 ï 12:15).  

 Please come to these two sessions and find more about 
the Japanese community in Edmonton. These sessions 
and the keynote lectures are free admission. 
 
More details of all programs: https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-
/media/arts/departments-institutes-and-centres/prince-
takamado-japan-centre-for-teaching-and-

research/documents/jsac-program-draft.pdf .  
There are four key note lectures:  

1. ñRevival of Indigenous Ainu Cuture and Ethnic 
Harmonyò, Thursday, Oct. 11, 17:15 - 18:45 

2. ñPut to the Test: Abjection and Sexual Citizenship in 
Japanò, Friday, Oct. 13, 17:00 - 18:30 

3. "Transmedia Storytelling within the Media Mix system 
in Japanese Pop Culture", Saturday, Oct. 13, 9:00 ï 
10:30 

4. ñJapanôs Ambivalent Pursuit of American-Style 
Capitalismò Saturday, Oct. 13, 13:15-14:45 

  
  

( ) 

 

EJCA  

  

EJCA, 

 

  

EJCA

 

 

 

 

https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-

/media/arts/departments-institutes-and-centres/prince-

takamado-japan-centre-for-teaching-and-

research/documents/jsac-program-draft.pdf  
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Japan Studies Association of CanadaïConference 
presents 

Japanese-Canadian Stories in Edmonton: 

Identity, History and Memory  
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Newsletter Moshi Moshi  Title Contest 

EJCAôs newsletter Moshi Moshi has been using the 
current ñMoshi Moshiò title design for many years. The 
Board thinks it is time to modernize the title banner that is 
shown on the first page. We are hosting a contest to 
design the title banner! The successful artist / designer will 
receive a prize. 
Contest rules: 

1. The banner must include the newsletter title in 
both scripts: ñMoshi Moshiò and ñ╙⇔╙⇔ò. 

2. The size is about the same as the current title 
banner (20.0 cm x 2.5 cm).  

3. 600dpi is preferred to ensure high print quality. 
4. Please submit in a high quality image format such 

as PNG. 
5. Can be in color, but it should be readable and 

print cleanly in black and white.  
6. May contain pictures. 
7. The board will select one suitable design, but 

maintains the right to maintain use of the old 
banner. In this case, there may not be a declared 
winner. 

8. Application deadline is October 8, 2018. Please 
submit your applications to the Moshi Moshi editor 
at ohki@shaw.ca. 

₈╙⇔╙⇔₉─ ◖fi♥☻♩ 
 

─ │ ™ ⌐ ⇔╕╣≡⅝╕⇔√⁹ ≢│↓─

♦◙▬fi╩ ⇔≡⸗♄fi⌂ ∂─ ╩⅔ ↑⇔╟℮≤⁸

─◖fi♥☻♩╩ ⇔╕⇔√⁹┤╢∫≡ ⇔≡ↄ∞↕™⁹ ┌

╣√ ⌐│ ⅜ ╕∆⁹ 

 

◖fi♥☻♩─ ╡: 

⌐ ₈Moshi Moshi₉≤₈╙⇔╙⇔₉╩ ╣╢⁹ 

⅝↕│ ─ ≤ ∂⁹20cm 2.5cm 

≢⅝╣┌ dpi╩ ℮⁹ 

PNG─╟℮⌂ ≢ ∆╢⁹ 

╩ ∫≡╙™™⅜⁸ ≢ ⇔√≤⅝⌐⅝╣™⌐

╢╟℮⌐ ⁹ 

⅜ ∫≡╙╟™⁹ 

⅜ ─ ╟╡╟™ ╩ ┬⁹⇔√⅜∫≡

╟™ ⅜⌂™ │≥╣╙ ┌╣⌂™↓≤⅜№╢⁹ 

╡│ 10 8 ⁸╙⇔╙⇔─  

ohki@shaw.ca ╕≢ⱷכꜟ⌐ ⇔≡ ⇔≡ↄ∞↕™⁹ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Calligraphy Workshop held on August 22, 2018 
 
With thanks to the EJCA Calligraphy Club that made an 
arrangement with a well respected teacher from Japan, the 
EJCA hosted the first Calligraphy workshop for beginners. 
With new brushes in their hands, eleven students followed 
the instruction and completed two or three examples of Kanji 
calligraphy by the end of the session. Their pieces were all 
very good! The teacher from Japan was very impressed with 
their patience and hard work. The calligraphy looked nice in 
the Kakejiku frame. 
 
If you could not attend the workshop but would still like to try 
your hand at Japanese calligraphy, please e-mail us at 
event@ejca.org. We have enough equipment and Kakejiku 
for another workshop that will be led by members of the 
Calligraphy club once we have at least 10 students 
interested. 
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event@ejca.org.┼⅔ ╠∑ↄ∞↕™⁹
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Library Corner: New Japanese Movies with English 
Subtitles 
 
A few Japanese movie DVDs with English subtitles are 
now available at EJCSôs Gordon Hirabayashi Library. 
 

  Gentle Twelve Japanese  

1994, English Subtitle  
Directed by Shun Nakahara  
In a jury room, jurors deliberate on the guilt or innocence 
of a bar hostess accused of pushing her ex-husband into 
the path of an oncoming truck. Most of the jurors are nice 
folks unwilling to believe a women could do such an evil 
act. Juror #2 then takes the initiative to convince his peers 
otherwise. Movie is a parody of Sidney Lumet's 1957 film 
"Twelve Angry Men".  
 

 The Blue Bird  

2008, English Subtitles  
Directed by Kenji Nakanishi  
Cast: Hiroshi Abe, Kanata Hongo  
Based on award-winning author Kiyoshi Shigematsu's 
novel, The Blue Bird is set at a school in the aftermath of a 
school bullying tragedy, exploring the incident's lingering 
effects on the school and students.  
 

 Kyoto Story  

2010, English Subtitles  
Directed by Yoji Yamada and Tsutomu Abe  
Cast: Hana Ebise, Yoshihiro Usami, Sotaro Tanaka  
Kyoko is a university librarian and she also helps her 
parents with their dry-cleaning company. She is involved 
with a childhood friend from the neighborhood, Kota. A 
visiting lecturer from Tokyo falls head-over-heels in love 
with Kyoko and asks her to go abroad with him to Beijing. 
 

 The Summer with Aliens  

1988, English Subtitles  
Directed by Nobuhiko Obayashi  
Cast: Morio Kazama, Tsurutaro Kataoka, Kumiko Akiyoshi, 
Yuko Natori, Toshiyuki Nagashima.  
Harada is a successful scenario writer and his best buddy 
has just announced an intention to propose to Harada's 
ex-wife. Recovering from the shock, Harada indulges in 
melancholy, mainly on his failure as a husband and father 
and goes to a 'Rakugo' (sit-down comedy) show, where a 
friendly man in the audience invites him home. Harada is 
puzzled at the strong resemblance of this man and his 
wife to his own parents who were killed nearly 30 years 
ago when he was twelve.  
 

The Yellow Handkerchief 

1977, English Subtitles 
Directed by Yoji Yamada 
Cast:Ken Takakura, Chieko Baisho, Kaori Momoi, Tetsuya 
Takeda 

The story starts with Kinya, who has recently upgraded his 
car. Heôs a young adult and heôs single so naturally he 
uses his ride to ahem, look for companions. He offers a 

ride to a shy girl by the name of Akemi and she reluctantly 
accepts. They pick up Yusaku, a 30-something coal miner 
with a reserved personality. The story slowly begins to 
shift from the comedic hijinks of Kinya and Akemi to 
Yusakuôs mental drama. Heôs hiding something about his 
past, which he either wants to forget or is trying to 
remember. 
 

 

Crying Out Love at the Centre of the World 
2004, English Subtitles 
Directed by Isao Yukisada 
Cast: Takao Osawa, Kou Shibasaki, Tsutomu Yamazaki 
While searching for his fiancée Ritsuko, Sakutarou 
rediscovers through flashbacks the void deep within him 
caused by the events from his high school days. 
 

Uzumasa Limelight 

2014, English Subtitles 
Directed by Ken Ochiai 
Cast: Seizo Fukumoto, Chihiro Yamamoto, Masashi Goda, 
Hirotaro Honda, Hisako Manda, Hiroki Matsukata 
A professional extra named Kamiyama (Seizo Fukumoto) 
has devoted 50 years of his life as a kirare-yaku in sword-
fighting movies produced at Kyoto's Uzumasa Studios. A 
master of the art, he lives to die or more exactly "to be cut" 
and show a beautiful, spectacular death on screen. When 
the studio where he works decides to discontinue its 
chanbara productions, Kamiyama finds himself at a loss. 
Hope arrives in the form of a young girl named Satsuki 
(Chihiro Yamamoto), who soon becomes Kamiyama's 
disciple. Will the art of dying by the sword live on? 
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EJCA Participates in 2018 Heritage Festival 
          Omar Amer 
 
Each year, the Heritage Festival brings all walks of our 
community together to do our best to share Japanôs rich 
culture. Each year, new faces meet new challenges and 
learn what it takes to support the worldôs largest 
multicultural festival. Without the individuals and groups 
that graciously give their time, it would not be possible for 
us to put on such a unique shared experience for our 
community and the City of Edmonton. I am immensely 
humbled and proud to work with such an amazing group 
of people. Heritage Festival 2018 was truly memorable 
and easy because of the strong and skilled volunteers in 
the community. 
 
I would also like to thank the many groups that contributed 
their skills and time: the EJCA members, the Bonsai 
Society, the Calligraphy Club, Edmonton Animethon, 
Gojukai Karate, and Kita no Taiko. 
 
This year all started at the Presidentôs Address, an 
informal gathering for all pavilions to meet and get to know 
one another. It was a great experience to meet the leaders 
and volunteers of different countries and cultures and 
share in the fun, food, and festivities. The representatives 
from the EJCA had a great time and did their best to get 
photos of them representing the pavilion and the 
community! 
 
The festival itself got off to a rocky start. After a smooth 
setup night, the tents, Tori Gate and Koinobori all poised 
for patronage, Saturday was nothing but storm and 
sadness. It seems like this is becoming a festival tradition! 
Several performances had to be canceled and the festival 
was generally unattended. Luckily, Sunday and Monday 
were the exact opposite. Pikachu, performances, and 
yakisoba were in full swing and we could not have asked 
for smoother days. 
 
Monday was particularly special because the honourable 
Premier Rachel Notley paid a visit to our Culture Tent. 
She only visited a select few pavilions, only those who 
founded the Heritage Festival over 40 years ago. Cosplay 
photos (including Pikachu, of course), the Ema Wishing 
Wall, and an expertly led origami session were only a few 
things we had the pleasure of sharing with Ms. Notley. I 
would like to thank everyone for organizing and 
contributing to the visit. 
 
I would like to take a moment and thank a few people 
specifically: John Priegert, Dave Mueller, Carley Okamura, 
Keiko Marumo, Tamara Sutherland, and Connor Tanaka. 
Without their patience and community focused efforts, the 
Heritage Festival would not be possible. 
 
The Heritage Festival is something personally special to 
me because it brings all of the members of our community 
together under a common cause, under a common 
contribution. It is important that our community and groups  

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 
share what it means to be Japanese and Canadian. 
Heritage Festival is far from an easy task to volunteer with, 
let alone organize, but, somehow, we always pull it 
together. It is an honour to be able to share the special 
skills, values, and traditions of this great community. 
Minasan, domo arigato gozaimashita. 
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Kids Summer Camp Report 
This year, EJCA offered a Kids summer camp for the first 
time in its history! It was a four-day camp from August 20 
to 23 from 9:00 to 16:30 of fun filled camp for Japanese 
speaking children aged 5- 12. 32 students attended. The 
purpose was to give them opportunity to have fun 
activities in Japanese language expecting the camp will 
encourage kids to improve language skill through 
Japanese related cultural activities. Here are reports from 
insturctors of three class levels. 
 
Kindergarten report    Kazumi Harley 
On August 20, after getting comfortable with the summer 
camp playing games and making art crafts, we wrote a 
summer greeting card to relatives in Japan. The kids drew 
a watermelon on a card. We walked to the nearest mailing 
box to send the greeting cards to Japan. On our way to 
the mailing box, we watched a squirrel, red berries and 
white flowers that all excited us. 
 
In the class, we played Fukuwari (placing face parts such 
as eyebrows, eyes, nose on to a blank face) and paper 
sumo wrestling (sumo wrestlers made of paper fight on 
the paper box). Each opponent hits the edge of the paper 
box to move his sumo wrestler and fight his opponent. It 
was four days filled with excitement and laughter.  
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Summer Camp: Grade 1 and 2 Report    Junko Froment 
 
The summer camp for Grade 1 and 2 students had 9 
children. There were many activities during the four day 
summer camp. One activity that only this class did was 
chigirie. They made two pieces of chigirie over two days. 
The theme for the first day was cherry blossoms. The 
theme for the second day was Mount Fuji. First, they drew 
a sketch carefully. Then, they tore colored paper into small 
pieces and paste them onto the sketch. They kept asking 
the teacher, ñDonôt you think small petals for cherry 
flowers look nice?ò ñCan I use several colors for tree 
trunks?ò ñCan I make Mount Fuji a night scene?ò ñDonôt 
you know that the top of Mount Fui is covered with 
snow?òAfter finishing their chigirie, they were showing 
them off so proudly. (Photos on next page) 
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Chigiri-e Grades 1 and 2    1 2  

 

 

 

Summer Camp: Grades 3 to 6 Mari Yamada 
 
The upper elementary school group made a magnet board 
puzzle based on a map of Japan and balloon characters. 
Children wrote the name of a prefecture and its mascotôs 
name on each piece of the puzzle. For balloon characters, 
students pasted layers of paper around a balloon and 
made a Totoro, bird, dinosaur egg and so on. Making ink 
impression was fun too. Children rubbed ink onto 
something around and impressed their patterns onto a 
sheet of paper. For lunch, they made their own inari-zushi 
and modern Japanese-style rice sandwiches. They also 
made dango for deserts. On the last day of the summer 
camp, children from all the classed got together and held 
an Omatsuri festival. They played games, had stores to 
sell art crafts they made in  their classes and ate deserts 
they made too. It was such a fun and all children 
immensely enjoyed the omatsuri. 
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Tonari Gumi in Vancouver, Our Edible Roots: The 
Japanese Canadian Kitchen Garden, July 2018 
 
This book features growing and foraging tips and 
stories from seasoned gardeners. Forty delicious, 
yet simple recipes highlight these wonderful 
vegetables. Wonderful photographs and detail 
texts makes this an excellent resource book for 
every gardener, foodie and historian. Mrs. Atsumi 
Hashimoto, a former EJCA member, was on the 
editing board of this book. A copy of this book will 
be on display at the EJCAôs fall bazaar. The EJCA 
takes orders at the bazaar. Proceeds of book sales 
support senior activities at Tonari Gumi.  

EJCA

EJCA

EJCA
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Continued from the July-August Moshi Moshi 

My Arctic Adventure     May Uyeda 

 
Besides following the NWT curriculum, an Inuit cultural 
program was in place in which the students learned both 
the language (Inuktitut) and traditional ways. That meant 
that they learned syllabics (symbol alphabet rather than 
Roman orthography which used the English alphabet) 
which is a difficult system to master, especially those of us 
who were called ñqallunaaqò which literally meansò big 
eyebrowsò. Notice that the letter ñuò does not follow a ñqò 
in Inuktitut. Culturally, the boys learned to make jigging 
tools and spears and the girls learned to sew duffle 
slippers which would show their embroidery talents. 
 
We had a breakfast program run by one of our mothers 
who was fantastic at making wonderfully light bannock 
with raisins (very difficult for me) or caribou soup which 
were the mainstays. Also, there was a shower program for 
those students who did not have bathing facilities at home. 
Back then, there were more than a few homes with that 
problem. I remember once when towels were being dried 
in the dryer and someone forgot to clear out the lint trap. 
Although the fire alarm went off and the school was filled 
with acrid smoke that night, it didnôt convince our Principal 
to cancel classes the next day. After all, what was a little 
smoke! 
 
Special events were celebrated with a feast of some type. 
Occasions such as the first time narwhal entered the harbor 
in many years and provided ñmuktukò (the skin and blubber) 
which was rare in Gjoa Haven was when everyone would 
contribute what they could. So, southern foods such as pizza 
made by one of the staff was a real treat. 
 
As with all adventures into new territory, one of the most 
important things one has to adapt to is the weather. Gjoa 
Haven was beautiful when we landed in July but summer 
was short-lived on the tundra. By mid-August, the 
temperatures were cooling quickly, the beautiful Arctic 
cotton blooms were fading and the short-lived fall would 
rapidly lead into winter. The temperatures during my first 
winter were brutal. When they say that the Artic is a desert, 
it is true, however, what snow does fall is very dry and 
blows into drifts. A true white-out for us meant that my 
administrator husband would only cancel school when he 
couldnôt see the garbage can sitting 10 metres from our 
front door. Otherwise, it was school as usual with our 
students bent forward against the wind and shuffling to 
classes. 
During one such storm, the power lines started touching 
each other and shorting out so the power grid was shut 
down. The Nursing Station and the School were the only 
two complexes which had generators so most of the 600 
people crowded into the two buildings for 2 days. Many of 
us learned to bring up kerosene heaters on the next barge 
as it was difficult when it came to water and cooking 
facilities for so many people. Needless to say, it wasnôt 
just the houseplants that suffered from the situation. 

écont to next page 
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éfrom prev page 
How cold was it in Gjoa Haven? Well, the joke was that if 
you spit and it froze before it hit the ground, it was really 
cold. I donôt recall ever seeing that happen but then I 
spent as little time outside as possible when it went below 
-40 Celsius with howling winds. It was just as well we 
didnôt have recordings of the temperatures with the wind 
chill as I might not have stayed there for 5 years if I knew 
those facts.  
 
Minus 40 was not unusual but of course, we were dressed 
to the nines in Arctic gear ï Arctic boots that was the army 
type issue, Arctic parkas which seemed to weigh a ton, 
bibbed snow pants and layers of mitts and gloves. You 
needed an Arctic parka because the hood was wired to 
bend to allow only a very limited view and exposure to the 
cold. It didnôt matter if you lived 20 metres or over on the 
other side of town, you dressed accordingly.  
 
The locals were dressed even warmer in their caribou 
parkas (caribou hair is hollow which provides extra 
insulation), caribou gloves and sometimes even caribou 
pants (used mostly when hunting) which had the hide 
turned inside out to provide more warmth. ñ Kamiksò or 
native boots had waterproof bottoms made from sealskin 
and uppers that were often elaborately assembled with 
cut-out designs of different colors of sealskin. The liners 
were made of duffle which had beautiful embroidery on it. 
Modern Inuit parkas were made with duffle liners, 
elaborately decorated covers and hoods and trimmed with 
fur, the most beautiful made with wolverine fur which did 
not freeze from oneôs breath. 
 
Mothers and caregivers wore anò amautiò which had a 
pouch in the hood area in which the child was nestled 
against the motherôs back. Amautis were the fastest and 
easiest way to carry the child from place to place without 
donning full northern gear. 
 
I remember one January when we didnôt get flights in for 3 
weeks because of storms. The airport building was a small 
metal structure that the Scottish manager, (a former Bay 
employee) looked after on the days that flights were due. 
He made many needless cold trips that month. By the end 
of the 3 weeks, we were hungry not only for fresh food but 
the mail from the south. Telephone conversations with our 
families were vital, so vital that one teacher was shocked 
to get a $700 bill from calls to Ontario. I imagine that was 
the last time she did that! Strangely enough, I was in 
contact with my parents much more often when I lived in 
the North. We took turns calling as I always assumed my 
parents wanted to know if we were still alive! One teacher 
had told his family that if someone died during the night, 
they were not to call immediately as the situation would 
not have changed by the morning! Besides, back then, 
there were only 3 flights per week. It was much more 
frequent when we left 5 years later. 
(to be continued to November-December Moshi Moshi) 
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20,000 Steps a Day in Tokyo (part 1)  
Lénárd Grossmann 

 
Many reviews about Tokyo compare it with other cities in 
the world. I wanted to find out if this also applies to me. I 
spent five weeks this summer around my 15

th
 birthday on 

what was my very first visit to Japan, or even Asia, as a 
matter of fact. 
 
Although I had prepared myself for many things to do in 
Tokyo, I was still awed by its sheer size, number of 
possible activities to do, and the number of inhabitants. 
The proper city has a population of 13 million, but the 
metropolitan area comprising of 37 million makes it the 
largest on Earth. It is characterized by its thousands of 
skyscrapers, apartment buildings, office towers, shopping 
centers, parks, and even more (than I can think of right 
now). It even has 36 different department stores while 
Edmonton only has 8!  
 
Yes, it is a large city, but also the cleanest that I have 
seen. Barely anyone litters, as everyone is concerned with 
their personal hygiene, and well being of others. Another 
fact that I can appreciate is that the people there are 
always either early or punctual. It is a polite custom to be 
30 minutes early for a gathering, meeting, conference, etc.  
It is considered impolite to blow your nose (loudly, 
especially,) in public. The local method for that is to just 
keep sniffing. 
 
The public transportation system is complex but also easy 
to find your way around in, since everything is bilingually 
labeled. Apps like Google Maps are still the best tool to 
use for saving time and getting around Tokyo since 
looking at the complicated rail maps can be a bit confusing. 
Having a Pasmo, or Suica chip card is super helpful for 
anybody using the train or bus services regularly. This can 
save you the complications of keeping single paper tickets. 
Although mobile apps do help you a lot to navigate around 
the city, you should watch your surroundings. It can be 
hard for GPS to pinpoint your location and heading in 
between all those skyscrapers. Oh, and by the way, it is 
nearly mandatory to get a Japanese data SIM card, or 
otherwise Maps, Google Translate, or any other useful 
app won't work at all.  A 3-5 GB SIM that you get online or 
at the airport or major electronics stores is a good choice, 
as there is also very good network connection throughout 
Japan. 
 
A few Japanese sentences get you a long way, and I 
always felt accomplished when I used them. However, you 
can -and I did- survive using mostly English or help of a 
smartphone-camera-translation app. I saw many people 
biking, even in the center of Tokyo which saves energy 
and is eco-friendly. The Capital even has its own bike-
sharing system, which anyone currently without a bicycle 
can use for a small fee. 
 
There are also many drink dispensers placed alongside 

éto next page 
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