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OKAMURA, Magoichi
and Mitsu

agoichi Okamura was born in Agenosho Tachibana

Cho Oshima-gun, Yamaguchi-ken, Japan, and came to
Canada in 1907. He was engaged mostly in logging in Canada.
In 1916, he purchased two five acre lots on the corner of 116
Street and 92nd Avenue (road allowance reduced the actual
acreages) and settled there in 1919.

feet of chicken houses and feed houses. The total poultry flock,
depending ontime of year, was4000-6000birds. The operation
had a hatching capacity for 5200 eggs every 21 days, with
automatic electric incubators for 2500 eggs, coal oil manual
incubators for 2700 eggs and electric battery brooders for the
chicks.

Theirchildren: Masayoshi Okamura, Kimiye Ohno, Y oshiyuki
Okamura, Chiyeko Tomimoto (diedin 1989), Yukio Okamura
and Tatsuo Okamura.

The legal description of the property was : Lot
24 & 25, N.E. 1/4 section 36, Township 4,
Map 1186, Municipality of Delta, Certificate
#52693.

He married Mitsu Kanazawa, who came to
Canada from Nishinohama, Migama Oshima-
cho, Oshima-gun, Yamaguchi-ken, Japan, in
1919. They grew strawberries on one and a
half acres and had one acre each in black
currants and gooseberries. Most of the property
was fully developed. They also had acomplete
self-supporting poultry operation consisting of
breeding hens and roosters, hatcheries, pullets,
laying hens, colony houses and 16,000 square

Chickenyard at Okamurafarm with
Magoichi Okamura and Shoichi
Yamamotoin June, 1923

Okamura farm viewed from 92nd
Avenue, North Delta: Shoichi
Yamamoto, Masayoshi Okamura,
Mitsue Okamura with her daughter
Kimiye Okamura, and Magoichi
Okamura in June, 1923

“Note size of first growth Douglas
firtrees compared tosecond growth
atleft, which were 150° to 200’ tall.”

Information provided by:
Mas Okamura
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The Government
of the

Dominion of Canada

gratefully acknowledges that

-/ 7

has aided Canada's War Effort
" by investing in the

Second Victory Loan

Mr. Okamura’s contributionto the war effortin February/
March of 1942 resulted in a Certificate of Honour from
thegovernment.

In April, however, he was told by the B.C. Security
Commission that the family should beready at3:00 p.m.
onApril 25th toleave their home to work in the*“Manitoba
Sugar Beet Scheme.”

B. C. SECURITY COMMISSION

r /
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Parole No.

/ /-
Your family has been selected for the ///,/(,.,L,h/?ggdxi/ﬁ,

Beet Sugar scheme.
You will please have everything(;ecked and ready to

AR
be loaded on trucks at \) e on \ 4L the 24 "\

instant, your family to be ready at seme time.

Take blenkets and clothes for the trip, and hand
beggage, on the coach with you.

You are allowed, in addition, household possessions
up to 150°1bs., per aaull and 75 1bs, per child under 12. The
Commission will pay for baggege up to 1,000 1lbs. per femily,
(including free Railway allowance).

Mattresses should be taken.

Pt e
,'/// A A
B.C, Security Commission.
-
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5
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Sgt. Mitsui WWII
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Links for more Information
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Nikkei History in Southern Alberta- https://www.nikkei-tapestry.ca/

Sgt. Mitsui- https://youtu.be/7iITMiISU_mIM

Sugar Beets- https://centre.nikkeiplace.org/2020/10/28/bitter-sweet-trail/

More sugar beets- https://www.nikkei-tapestry.ca/chapter/arrival-in-southern-alberta
East of the Rockies- https://www.nfb.cal/interactive/east of the rockies/

Edmonton Japanese Community Association- https://ejca.ora/

Calgary Japanese Community Association- https://calgaryjca.com/wp/

Nikkei Cultural Society of Lethbridge- https://nikkeiculturalsociety.com/

National Association of Japanese Canadians- https://najc.ca/
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Picture Sources

Slide 1

Karate Alberta

CJCA Omatsuri 2017
Galt Museum

Nikkei Tapestry

Slide 2
Canadian Encyclopedia

Slide 3
Nikkei Cultural Society

Slide 4
EJCA History Project

Slide 5
Wilfrid Laurier University

Slide 6
Flickr

Slide 8
Nikkei National Museum

Slide 9
North Delta History and Heritage (2020 4th
edition), J. MacDonald.

Slide 11

Canadian Encyclopedia
Vancouver Public Library
CBC News

Slide 12&13
North Delta History and Heritage (2020 4th
edition), J. MacDonald.

Slide 14
Galt Museum

Slide 15
Canadian Encyclopedia

Slide 17
EJCA

Slide 18
CRRE

Slide 19
LA Times
Library and Archives Canada

Slide 21

Consulate General of Japan in Calgary
Nikka Yuko Garden

Kita no Taiko



https://karateab.org/gallery/
https://nis.nikonimagespace.com/html/guest/en/detail.html?g=5xCFhBeto_SZNLlFwfJrthdt-9yhGlO0CaoRmphJZOxNqtSS_fuzh5Re_wosx5nVcde4v3KVPU2QLjiNoGsxBQ&p=1#i/29
https://www.galtmuseum.com/articles/japanese-canadians-in-the-world-wars
https://www.nikkei-tapestry.ca/chapter/rites-of-passage
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/japanese-canadians
https://nikkeiculturalsociety.com/japanese-canadians-history/
https://ejca.org/history-project
https://www.wlu.ca/news/spotlights/2020/nov/vancouver-anti-asian-riots-of-1907-and-the-parallels-to-canadas-modern-day-racial-divide.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bencito_traveller/4755578032
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/masumi-mitsui
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/japanese-canadians
http://hastingspark1942.ca/buildings-overview/livestock-building/livestock-building-dormitory/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/japanese-canadian-internment-1.6015345
https://www.nikkei-tapestry.ca/the-idosha
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/masumi-mitsui
https://ejca.org/history
https://www.crrf-fcrr.ca/en/news-a-events/media-releases/item/24765-25th-anniversary-of-the-japanese-canadian-redress-agreement
https://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-gordon-hirabayashi-20120105-story.html
https://thediscoverblog.com/tag/miki/
https://www.calgary.ca.emb-japan.go.jp/
https://twitter.com/NikkaYuko/status/1575603717000527872?s=20
https://kitanotaiko.ca/
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